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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

June 13, 1969 

Dr. Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics and Biology 
Stanford University Medical Center 
Stanford, California 94305 

Dear Dr. Lederberg: 

Thank you for your letter of June 6th concerning THE ANDROMEDA 
STRAIN. We  regret the fact that you are concerned about a possible 
resemblance between one of the characters in the book and yourself. 
The novel is wholly fictional and the author has given us his as- 
surances that there was no intention to portray any real persons 
as characters in the story. 
as being written with almost 

The description of THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN 
"documentary versimilitude" refers 

only to the novel's time liness and plot possibilities in the con- 
text of space exploration and it was not intended to imply that 
the characters in the book are based on any real persons. 

If you wish, however, we can modify the text of the book in future 
editions so that references to Stanford are changed to some other 
Wes t Coast university. 

l 

We are indeed pleased, 
book interesting, 

as is M ichael Crichton, that you find the' 

future, 
and since we will be reprinting it in the near 

we would appreciate your prompt reply as to whether you 
would like us to make the above change or to consider anything 
further. 

Sincerely yours, 

President 
bb 

CC: M r. Robert W ise 
Universal Pictures 


